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The 6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARKS CONFERENCE demonstrates clearly the
importance accorded by the ASEAN in protecting its wealth of biodiversity for the
benefits of ASEAN people.
The AHP Conference provides us a great opportunity to discuss and identify
actions to address issues on protected areas management; landscape and
seascape approaches to conservation; and addressing wildlife crimes to avoid
the impending extinction crisis in ASEAN.
In our deliberate effort to engage more sectors and deep dive on other cross
cutting issues, in addition to our Target 11 (on protected areas) and Target 12
(species conservation) sessions, we had parallel sessions on innovative
financing, business and biodiversity, women, youth and indigenous peoples and
local communities, sustainable livelihoods and biodiversity-based products, and
protected areas as nature-based solutions to climate change.
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6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
Policy Dialogue on Protected Areas, Landscapes, and
Wildlife
• The Conference recognised the importance of inter-agency task forces in
successful enforcement actions in a number of countries as well as the
importance of international collaboration and capacity building in supporting
these efforts. Cross-pillar and cross-sectoral collaboration on different aspects of
wildlife conservation are necessary to work efficiently and effectively and the
ACB, as an inter-governmental organisation of ASEAN on biodiversity, could play
an active role to support regional collaboration.
• Wildlife seizure is not a measure of success. The Conference highlighted the need
for robust public awareness and education, including social and behavior change
and enhanced communication campaigns for effective demand reduction to
address illegal wildlife trade.
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6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
Policy Dialogue on Protected Areas, Landscapes, and Wildlife

• Consistent with the discussions in the various thematic parallel sessions, the
Policy Dialogue demonstrated that we in the ASEAN region have made some small
steps together on the road towards a shared understanding of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

what makes for well-managed and well-financed protected areas
the opportunity to recognise the importance of OECMs
the need for cross-pillar collaboration in ASEAN
the importance of multi agency collaboration in enforcement
the need for more effective prosecution and sentencing of wildlife crimes
the importance of involving indigenous peoples and local communities,
women and youth in conservation decision-making.

6th ASEAN
Heritage Parks
Conference

21–24 October 2019 | Pakse, Lao PDR

6th ASEAN
Heritage Parks
Conference

21–24 October 2019 | Pakse, Lao PDR

6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
AHP MANAGERS MEETING
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6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
AHP MANAGERS MEETING
• Our ASEAN Heritage Parks are beset by a number of threats: over exploitation and loss of
threatened species; illegal activities (logging, unsustainable hunting, mining, encroachment,
etc.); forest fires; pollution: use of pesticides, plastic waste; impacts of tourism; invasive alien
species; and a number of issues such as: insufficient park officers, park rangers and staff to
abate poaching; need for cooperation from other government units as well as the need for
enhanced conservation awareness of local communities.
• To address these threats and park management issues, our AHP Managers discussed and
recommended the following:
• Improve CEPA and training strategies in AHPs
• Engage stakeholders
• Improve governance of AHPs
• Pursue sustainable financing
While these are recurrent issues in PA management, we need to enhance cooperation and
collaboration at all levels and take immediate actions to address these issues.

6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
Summary and Ways Forward

Session 1: Aichi Biodiversity Target 11
Session 2: Aichi Biodiversity Target 12
Session 3: Innovative Financing
Session 4: Business and Biodiversity
Session 5: Women, Youth, and IPLCs
Session 6: Sustainable livelihoods and
Biodiversity-Based Products
Session 7: Protected Areas as nature-based solutions
to Climate Change
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6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
Summary and Ways Forward
The messages from our keynote speakers are clear:
• Protected areas and other area-based conservation measures are proven vital and
cost-effective nature-based strategies not only for conserving biodiversity, but for
securing ecosystem goods and services, enabling climate change adaptation and
mitigation and helping countries achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030
(CBD Secretariat)
• Protected areas are the foundation of biodiversity conservation (Harvey Locke, AHP6)
• ASEAN has shown its commitment to protect its remaining bastions of biodiversity. Our
ASEAN Heritage Parks also demonstrated some successful models and best practices
to effectively manage our protected areas, including other effective conservation
measures.

• Call for Action:
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Protected Areas
Accelerate implementation of Target 11 by
ensuring management effectiveness of protected
areas, recognizing OECMs, and collaborating on
transboundary protected areas. Mainstream
biodiversity in protected areas and other key
development sectors and increase awareness to
engage stakeholders.

Species Conservation
ASEAN’s wildlife are among the most critically endangered
in the world and are at the highest levels of extinction. WE
need to address species conservation at all levels of the
chain, ensure cross-pillar and inter-agency collaboration at
the national and regional levels, and use innovative and good
practices to save our species.

Sustainable financing
Protected areas are under-funded. Increase funding for
biodiversity conservation to meet ASEAN’s commitment to
the CBD and also because biodiversity is a “public good”.
Enhance partnership with the private sector and develop
innovative financing schemes.

We call on everyone to engage Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities, women, and youth more strongly in all
levels of decision-making processes; the recognition of
traditional knowledge to complement scientific data for
informed decisions; the recognition of ICCAs as areas of
high biodiversity importance; and the recognition of the
value of different gender perspectives in conservation.

Protected Areas as Nature-based Solutions for Climate
Change
The world is on fire. There is an urgency for climate
action and bringing in protected areas at the centre of
conservation in light of climate change. Healthy
ecosystems are essential and should be a part of the
solution to curb the impacts of climate change.

Sustainable Livelihoods and Biodiversity-Based Products
We call on stronger support to community-based
initiatives to strengthen the value chain of local products
and upscale models of sustainable livelihoods in and
around ASEAN Heritage Parks. We need to develop an
AHP Certification Programme to guide marketing and
branding to build buyer trust in and promote
sustainability of biodiversity-based products.

Business and Biodiversity
We call on stronger private sector and business
commitments on biodiversity towards generating benefits
to local communities; in promoting sustainable tourism and
industries through integrating biodiversity in their
business processes. Community inclusion, empowerment,
and engagement is key to greater conservation and
sustainable use of our natural capital. Collectively, let us
safeguard biodiversity and promote sustainable business
actions.

6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
Way forward
• ACB, in close coordination with ASEAN Secretariat, will enhance its support to
cross-sectoral collaboration on wildlife conservation in ASEAN, with support from
the EU and other partners under existing ACB Programmes (BCAMP, SGP, ISB)
• ACB will enhance support to AHP sites through capacity building to address
protected area management issues as well as build capacity in specific themes,
such as OECM, SMART patrolling, CEPA campaigns, sustainable financing,
nature-based solutions to address climate change, etc.
• Review of AHP Regional Action Plan to consider the AHP6 Conference Report and
Recommendations, including enhanced reporting, monitoring and evaluation of
AHPs
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6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
Way forward
• AHP6 CONFERENCE Reporting
❑ AHP6 Website
http://ahp6.aseanbiodiversity.org/
❑ AHP6 News
❑ AHP6 Conference Summary and Recommendations
❑ AHP6 Conference Full Report by end of January 2020
• The key messages, and recommendations of the AHP6 Conference will be
taken up by ACB, the ASEAN Secretariat, and ASEAN Member States in
ASEAN’s various processes and agenda of ASEAN.
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6th ASEAN HERITAGE PARK CONFERENCE
Way forward
• ACB will submit the summary report, which includes the key messages and
recommendations of AHP6, to the ACB Governing Board, the ASEAN Senior
Officials on the Environment (ASOEN), and the ASEAN Ministers responsible
for the Environment.
• ACB will also convey the AHP6 Conference report and recommendations to
our partners, the EU, Germany, Japan, as well CBD, IUCN and others to
leverage further cooperation and support to the AHP Programme.
• 3rd ASEAN Conference on Biodiversity (ACB2020)
16-19 March 2020 in Putrajaya, Malaysia
Theme: “Towards 2050: Living in Harmony with Nature”
The ASEAN Road Map to CBD COP 15 in Kunming, China in October 2020
th
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Thank You!
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