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BACKGROUND
Southeast Asia is a 
known hotspot of 

biodiversity

3% of the Earths land.

Sundaland , Wallacea, 
Indochina, and the 

Philippines -
individually considered 

as the most diverse 
regions of the planet

Highest global diversity 
of endemic bird and 

mammal species; 
second highest of 
endemic vascular 

species

56% of global tropical 
peatland forest, 42% of 
the worlds mangrove 

forests

Coral Triangle has the 
most extensive and 

diverse coral reefs in 
the world

ASEAN flyway is used 
by more waterbird

species



THREATS

Å Urbanization, deforestation , land  

degradation, land conversion

Å Poaching and illegal trade

Å Over -exploitation 

Å Climate change

Å Invasive alien species

Contents Title

Contents Title Å Extinction of species
ü Extinction of tigers, rhinos, pangolins 

etc.

ü Depletion of marine wildlife

ü Disruption of ecological ecosystem

Å Socio -economic impoverishment
ü State revenues loss

ü Rural communities livelihood 

ü Spread of disease 

Å State security and stability

The unsustainable trade in wildlife has been 

identified as one of the main challenges

While legal , sustainable and traceable trade can have great 

benefits, illegal trade in wildlife undermines conservation 

efforts and may have devastating economic, social, and 

environmental impacts



Å The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) calls urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of 
protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and 
supply of illegal wildlife products .ó

ÅEnsure that international trade in wild animals and plants is legal, 
sustainable, and traceable, and does not threaten the survival of the 
species in the wild

ÅConserve biological diversity, promote its sustainable use and ensure 
fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of 
biological resources

INTERNATIONAL AGENDA



Political -Security 
Community

ÅMinisterial Meeting 
on Transnational 
Crime (AMMTC)

ÅSOMTC

ÅWG ITWT

Economic 
Community

ÅMinisters Meeting 
on Agriculture and 
Forestry (AMAF)

ÅASOF

ÅAWG CITES 
& WE

Socio -Cultural 
Community

ÅMinisterial Meeting 
on the Environment 
(AMME)

ÅASOEN

ÅAWGNCB

ÅASEAN Centre for 
Biodiversity

INITIATIVES



ASEAN Statement 
on CITES, Oct 2004

ASEAN Experts 
Group on CITES 

(AEG-CITES)

ASEAN Regional 
Action Plan on 

Trade in Wild Fauna 
and Flora (2005 -
2010), May 2005

ASEAN Wildlife 
Enforcement 

Network (ASEAN 
WEN) 

ASEAN Working 
Group on CITES & 

Wildlife 
Enforcement (AWG 
CITES & WE), 2015

Kuala Lumpur 
Declaration, Sept 

2015

POA for ASEAN 
Cooperation on 

CITES and Wildlife 
Enforcement (2016 -

2020)

SOMTC Working 
Group on Illicit 

Trafficking in Wildlife 
and Timber, 2017

WILDLIFE ENFORCEMENT STRUCTURE IN ASEAN 



ENFORCEMENT AWARENESS CAPACITY BUILDING

AWG CITES & WE

Member countries

meet annually . Special

meetings in between

annual meeting would

be called as and when

required

CITES authorities, customs,

police, prosecutors, and

other relevant national law

enforcement agencies

Include CITES, UNODC,

TRAFFIC South East Asia,

SEAFDEC, Interpol, USAID,

ACB

To establish and

implement measures to

improve collaboration,

cooperation and

information exchange

between and among law

enforcement agencies

and CITES management

authorities
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15th Meeting of AWG 
CITES & WE

Å Held in Sandakan,
Malaysia, 2-4 April
2019.

Å Attended by AMS
delegates and
representatives
from the CITES
Secretariat,
SEAFDEC, USAID
PROSPECT,
TRAFFICand ACB

ACTIVITIES



Special AWG CITES 
& WE Meeting 

Å 25 January 
2019, Bangkok, 
Thailand

Å Discussed on
the draft of
Statement of
ASEAN Ministers
Responsible for
CITES and
Wildlife
Enforcement on
Illegal Wildlife
Trade

ACTIVITIES



Special ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on 
Illegal Wildlife Trade 
(SAMM-IWT)

Å 21-22 March 2019, 
Chiang Mai, 
Thailand

Å Adopted the
òChiang Mai
Statement of ASEAN
Ministers Responsible
for CITESand Wildlife
Enforcement on
Illegal Wildlife Tradeó

ACTIVITIES


